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Induction: Safeguarding Children 2025-2026

· Safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children is everyone’s responsibility. 
· Everyone who works in a school has a role to play in making sure children are able to grow up in a safe and caring environment. 
· Everyone who works in a school must take action to make sure children are able to grow up free from the fear of harm, abuse, or neglect.
· In line with HM Gov Keeping Children Safe in Education 2025 this induction follows those requirements. Glen Group - KCSIE-2025-Caspar-Briefing.pdf - All Documents (sharepoint.com)

School ____________________________________________________________

Designated Safeguarding Lead  _________________________________________________________________

Telephone Number __________________________________________________________________

E mail Address ___________________________________________________________________

There are 4 categories of abuse:

Physical Abuse –any means of physically harming a child including hitting, shaking, burning, poisoning, drowning, suffocating, causing a child to be ill or fabricating the symptoms of an illness. 

Emotional Abuse – all mistreatment of children involves some form of emotional abuse, but it can happen on its own:
· Telling or making children think they are worthless, unloved, inadequate, or only valued to meet the needs of others. 
· Making children feel frightened or in danger (including bullying and cyber bullying) 
· Exploiting or corrupting children. 
· Overprotecting and preventing a child from learning and experiencing life. 
· Allowing or forcing children to see or hear the ill treatment of another.

Sexual Abuse – this includes physical contact and activities where there is no contact with the child.
· Physical contact includes rape, oral sex, masturbation, kissing, rubbing, and touching outside of clothing. It involves forcing or encouraging a child to take part in sexual activities whether the child is aware of what is happening and does not have to be violent.
· Noncontact activities include involving children in looking at or making sexual images, watching sexual activities, encouraging children to behave in sexually inappropriate ways or grooming a child for abuse. This includes using the internet to carry out any of the above acts.
· Men, women, and children commit acts of sexual abuse.

Neglect – a continuing failure to meet a child’s basic needs which is likely to affect their 

health or development. Neglect can happen during pregnancy.
· Failing to provide a child with adequate food, clothing, and housing.
· Failing to protect a child from physical and emotional harm.
· Failing to give a child adequate supervision.
· Failing to access medical care and treatment for a child.
· Not responding to a child’s basic emotional needs.

Safeguarding issues that you need to be aware of:

Mobile Phones
The use of mobile phones in schools is not allowed except to pin in and out and as an emergency. They can be used to scan QR Codes connected to their roles such as the
COSHH Poster and RA’s
Mobile phones should be kept on silence or vibrate at all times and under no circumstances should photographs be taken without the school’s consent for e.g., as proof during an audit.
 
All schools have policies on mobile phones, and these should be adhered to at all times.
 
Female Genital Mutilation (FGM)
Also known as female circumcision this is illegal in the UK and schools must report it to the police. It is done for cultural, religious, or social reasons and has no medical or health benefit. Girls, up to the age of 15, from African, Middle Eastern and Asian families are at greatest risk.
A girl may talk to you about a long holiday to visit family; a relative visiting; a special occasion or ceremony or a female relative being cut.

Child Sexual Exploitation (CSE)
This is a type of sexual abuse where children receive gifts, money, or affection for sexual acts. Parties, drugs and alcohol may be involved. The child may believe they are in a loving relationship and trust or depend on their abuser. They may also be groomed and exploited online.
A child at risk may:
· Go missing from home or school. 
· Be in an abusive relationship or have older boyfriends or girlfriends.
· get involved with older people or antisocial groups or gangs.
· associate with other young people involved in sexual exploitation.
· Fear certain people or situations.
· have unexplained injuries or lose weight.
· be involved in petty crime such as shoplifting. 
· show signs of sexual abuse.

Bullying and Cyberbullying 
This is behavior that hurts someone else including name calling, hitting, pushing, spreading rumors, threatening, or undermining someone. It can be in person or online using mobile phones, social networking, and other social media.




Domestic Abuse 
A child may suffer from or be witnessed to abuse at home. Domestic abuse includes sexual abuse, withholding money, controlling behavior and threats to kill or harm another family member or pet. 
Witnessing domestic abuse is really distressing and scary for a child and causes serious harm.

Risk of Radicalisation
Radicalization is the process by which a person comes to support terrorism and the extremist ideologies associated with terrorist groups. A person's thinking and behavior changes to become very different from how most members of their society and community view social and political issues. They may be targeted by extremists who tell them they can be part of something special. It can be very difficult to spot and may be ordinary teenage behavior or a sign that something else is wrong.
A child at risk may have low self- esteem or be a victim of bullying or discrimination. They may also,
· isolate themselves from family and friends.
· talk as if from a scripted speech.
· show unwillingness or be unable to discuss their views.
· become increasingly angry and disrespectful.
· become very secretive, especially around internet use.

Mental Health

· All staff should also be aware that mental health problems can, in some cases, be 
an indicator that a child has suffered or is at risk of suffering abuse, neglect or 
exploitation.
· Only appropriately trained professionals should attempt to make a diagnosis of a 
mental health problem. Staff, however, are well placed to observe children day-to-day and 
identify those whose behavior suggests that they may be experiencing mental health! 
problem or be at risk of developing one. 
· Where children have suffered abuse and neglect, or other potentially traumatic. 
adverse childhood experiences, this can have a lasting impact throughout childhood, 
adolescence and into adulthood. It is key that staff are aware of how these children’s. 
experiences, can impact on their mental health, behavior, and education.
· If staff have a mental health concern about a child that is also a safeguarding 
concern, immediate action should be taken, following their child protection policy and 
speaking to the designated safeguarding lead or a deputy. 
· The department has published advice and guidance on Preventing and Tackling 
Bullying, and Mental Health and Behaviour in Schools (which may also be useful for 
colleges). In addition, Public Health England has produced a range of resources to 
support secondary school teachers to promote positive health, wellbeing, and resilience. 
among young people including its guidance Promoting children and young people’s 
emotional health and wellbeing. Its resources include social media, forming positive. 
relationships, smoking and alcohol. See Rise Above for links to all materials.

What you should do if you think a child may need help or at risk of harm
If a child confides in you,
· Listen carefully and take it seriously.  
· Reassure the child they are right to tell, and they are not to blame.
· Explain that you have to tell someone, and you will help them to tell the right people to make sure it doesn’t happen again.
· Make a written record of what was said as soon as possible.
· DO NOT look horrified and try to get the child to disclose anything.
· DO NOT jump to conclusions or accuse anyone.
· DO NOT make promises you cannot keep.

If you see or hear something that does not sound right or makes you think a child may be in need or at risk:
You may see a child or children behaving in an unusual or concerning way.
A child may tell you something that seems ordinary but when added to information the school already has confirmed that they are in need or at risk of harm. 

Make a written record of what a child has told you or about your concerns.
· State if these are your concerns or someone else’s.
· What are the concerns? Give dates and times and any other relevant information.
· Say what is fact and what is opinion.
· Give names and details of any witnesses.
· Say what the child has told you and how any injuries happened. The school have a diagram you can use to show where any injuries are.

TED
· Tell Explain Describe should you receive information from a child or vulnerable adult and not be able to report this to the DSL at the time please use the TED process to aid in the collation and documenting of information.

Can you Tell me what is worrying you?
Could you Explain anymore?
Do you want to Describe to me anything further?

Only ask for clarity of notetaking What, when, who, where questions.
And do you want to tell me anything else?
Never ask why? This can imply guilt or responsibility. 

Once recorded contact at the earliest possible point the Designated safeguarding Lead.  

Contact the Designated Safeguarding Lead
ACT IMMEDIATELY
Tell them a child has confided in you or why you think they may be at risk of harm.
The Designated Safeguarding Lead will decide what action to take.
If the Designated Safeguarding Lead is not available, contact the deputy or additional Designated Safeguarding Lead.
If you have concerns about another member of staff
Contact the headteacher or the chair of governors.

If no one at the school is available, contact your area manager

 ____________________________



DO NOT tell anyone else, including the child’s parents or carers, unless asked to do so by the Designated Safeguarding Lead.


For more information about safeguarding children ask your school about additional 
training and have a look at: Keeping Children Safe in Education 2025
www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse
http://www.gscb.org.uk/ 
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